Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the
Lake Structure Appeals Board

Tuesday, August 22, 2006

1:30 p.m.

Present:
MaryAnn Dotson, Chairman


Harvey Jacques



Werner Maringer



Nancy McNary


Fred Noble, Alternate



Linda Swift, Alternate



Stephen Webber



Chuck Watkins, Council Liaison
Also present:   Shannon Baldwin, Community Development Director

Teresa Reed, Zoning Administrator


Sheila Spicer, Code Enforcement Clerk, Recording Secretary
Chairman Dotson called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.

Ms. McNary moved to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Mr. Maringer and approved unanimously.

The minutes of the regular meeting of June 27, 2006 were accepted upon a motion by Mr. Webber. The motion was seconded by Mr. Maringer and approved unanimously.
PUBLIC COMMENT
None
HEARINGS
(A) LSA-06-03, a request from Bob Keith on behalf of the HNG Olympiad Board of Governors for a variance from Section 94.09 of the Town of Lake Lure Lake Structure Regulations regarding placement of an inflatable sign on the lake during the Olympiad.
Chairman Dotson read the request and asked that anyone testifying in this case stand to be sworn in. Mr. Baldwin, Ms. Reed, and Mr. Keith were sworn in. Mr. Keith stated that he is the co-chairman of the Olympiad and that the purposes of the Olympiad are family fun and to raise funds for organizations in the county. He pointed out that these funds are raised through entry fees and sponsorships. The sponsors, in exchange for the sponsorship fees, get advertising. Mr. Keith explained that Ingle’s, the local grocery store, does not feel that the traditional advertising methods of the Olympiad will benefit the store. Therefore, they would like to put up an inflatable replica of a grocery bag with the Ingle’s name on it. The balloon would be located at the Lake Lure Golf and Beach Resort, near the beach at the finish line of the 10K race. The balloon will be approximately 25 feet high and will have a footprint of approximately 30 feet by 30 feet including the tethers.

There was a discussion on whether the Lake Structure Appeals Board has the authority to rule on this issue. Ms Reed stated that, since the Town regulates the lake up to the 995’ elevation and the balloon will be on a pontoon boat in the lake, she is making a formal request for the Board to hear the case. She stated that the Lake Structure Appeals Board has the authority to grant a variance from the Lake Structures Regulations. Chairman Dotson also pointed out that any appeal of the Boards decision would be heard by the Town Council. 

There was a discussion on what action the Town Council had taken concerning this issue at their meeting on August 8, 2006. Commissioner Watkins was sworn in and stated that a member of the Town Council had made a motion to approve the balloon with conditions, but the motion was not seconded. Mr. Keith stated that he recalled another motion being made afterwards that was approved. 

Chairman Dotson asked Mr. Keith what he felt was the unnecessary hardship in this case that warranted a variance. Mr. Keith responded that the support of this sponsor was needed for this event and that the local volunteer fire department and EMS would be benefiting from this event. 

Following more discussion the board took the following action:

Mr. Webber made a motion to approve LSA-06-03 with the following conditions; this is a temporary variance, that the balloon sign be attached to a pontoon boat that is moored and stationary, within the lake boundary of 995’ mean sea level, that this variance is only temporary for a period of time limited to the date of September 8, 2006 during the hours of 4:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m., and that there be a safety barrier of some fashion constructed to prevent the general public from getting within 25 feet of the balloon and any of its guide wires. Mr. Maringer seconded the motion. After further discussion Chairman Dotson called for a vote. All members were in favor and the variance was granted.        
OLD BUSINESS

None
NEW BUSINESS
None
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Webber moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Maringer seconded and all were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
ATTEST:
                                                                      _____________________________________

                                                                                       Mary Ann Dotson, Chairman
________________________________

   Sheila Spicer, Recording Secretary
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